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H 1 . 
8 of the Art of Cheating in 1 Dye 
play, and other vnlan full games: 


With a Diſcourſe of the Figging Craft: And alſo 


of diuers new de ui * of Coſenages pracli- 


ſed commonly at Fay eis and Marl ets: With 
many deceitſull red iſes vſed by bad 
and le ud Wemen, 


Neuer beſore Publiſhed. 


The nz mes of ſalſe TLyce. 


1 Abalecf bard ſincte Dewees, 
3 Abaleof flat ſincke Demces. 
A bale of flat ſice Aces. 

4 Abaleof bard ſice Aces. 


5 A balecf bard Cater Treas. 


& Abaleof flat Cater Treas. 

7 Abale of Fullans of the beſt making. 

A lale e light Gramters. 

9 Abaleof Langretscemtrary to the vantege. 

120 A bale of Gordes with as mam high men 4s 
low men for Paſſage. 

211 Abaleof Demies. 

12 Abale of long Dyce for euen and odde. 

13 Abale of Briſtels, 

14 Aboleof direct comtraries. 


Printedat London by TehnDanter : and ate to bee 
ſold by William Jones cwelling at tlie ſigne of i 


che Gunne, neere HoJbwne Conduit, 
1597. 
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TO ALL THE CHIEFE CHEA- *:. 
tors inthe gamning houſes, as Bedlam,Coleman- 
ſtreet, Morefields, Northhouſe, Charterhouſe, Stioo- 
lane, Weſtminſter & all others, Mihil Mumchance 
ſendeth greeting, and wit hall wiſheth confuſion 
to your damnable profeſſion. 


ia kind fauour I requireincurteſie, that 
24 youdrive not Athil Mumchance from 
pVour houſes with your deteſtable ſwea- 
ring: nor to ouerload him with the 
burthen of ſo many oathes, as vſuallie 
you haue done before time: which 
fault if you commit, hee proteſtes by his father Belſabub, 
Prince of darkenes, Lord of vnbelieſe, and Gouernour 
of the vniuerſall Sinagogue of your careleſſe crew: Next 
time when you come to the board, and venture monie on 
his wodden Słkriene, to ſend you pennileſſe away, making 
the diuell to daunce in the bottome of your e to 
rurne your Angels out of their houſes like bad tennants: 
Therefore be aduiſed and ſtorme not at this inuectiue of 
M ihil Mumchance, but profeſſe true friendſhip to him & 
to the reſt of his brethrẽ, namely: Noum, Haſſard, & Swift 
foot paſſage: whole diligent ſeruants if you intend to bee, 
imploy your daylic ſtudie in his ſeruice, & practiſe all the 
articles of his vnthriſtie Parliament, wherby he may ſtand 
your belt friend, & graunt you the benefit of Doctor Sto- 
ries Tryangle, where you may ſhake your heeles through 
a hempen window, & looke ſea Crabs towards Pancridge 
Church. Thus leaving you to your emptie purſes, hard 
lodgings,and cold dinners, I bequeatli you to a miſerable 
lite, 5 


Y ours in all good fellowſhip till pouertie, and then I 
leaue you, Mihil Mumchance. 
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ih all Gextlemen that haue their Pa- 
5 2 08 trimonies newly come into their hundes, & 
all others m hoſe mindes be giuen 4%, & 
| 8 are ignorant what deceite is Ted in cuerie 
place bot b at Dies and Cærdes, A little to 
[benq their time in y eating this Pamphlet, 
pr liſhed for F cir goochleſt in few datesthey comefarther be- 
hin- eller all the trauailes of their latter yeres can ouertake 
&74ine: I can neither forbeare, either for tie loue and zeale I 
beare ts honeſt minded mem, nor the hatred 1 protef againſt 
ail theating Gamiter 5. T erefore I turpoſeto let you vnder- 
land ſome part of the fieights & faljhoods that are common- 
lie pradtiſed at Dice andCardes: oLening and renealing the 
| _—thinze, not ſo that I world learne you to put them ths v ſe, but 
to diſcrile and lay open the wicked ſnares , and hobkes that 
exelaid to pe ke Gentlemens purſes, and to turne their riche 
reuenc mes into poore penurie: T berefore with patience liſten 
to me a while. 
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MIHIL | MVMCHANCE, 


His diſcouery ofthe 


Arte of Cheating, or playing of 
falſe Dice. 


vn. 


Abend is no manz am ſure that 
| bath experience ofthe woꝛid, and 
by reading of Hiſtoꝛies confer- 
reth our time to the dayes of our 
Elders : but will eaſlp graunt 
that as time hath growne, & ga⸗ 
thered increaſe by running: So 
wit firſt planted in a fe h in 
ti me taken ſo many rotes, that in euer p coꝛner v map 
finde ne w bꝛanches buddings ifſuing frem the ſame, 
fo2 pꝛofe whereof, to ſpeake of one thing amengſt ma⸗ 
ny that at this time may ſerue our purpoſe: Altheugh 
the Greeke and Latine Hiſtoꝛies bee full of Noble ex⸗ 
amples ot god and vertuous P2inces,that vtterly bani⸗ 

ſhed and exiled Dicing out of their Seignoꝛies à Ccun⸗ 
tries, oꝛ atleaſt held them as infamed perſons: vet find 
2 not that in thoſe dur foꝛefathers daies, any ok the like 
flights t craftie deteits were pꝛaciſedi in pla p, as newe 
is common in euery coꝛner: rea a he is named Hodge 
Setter, whoſe ſurname witneflcth what oprinion men 
hath ot him, though fo2tic yeares agce he was thought 
perelesincraity play,andhad asthey ſayneither mate 


no; fellow, yet now of late hee is ſp karre behinde ſome 


15 vounger 


That is 
Smitli- 
Held. 


9 4 
Fr ">< 1 
J | That; 
C- I1AtT1sS 


| Dicing. 


ſo richly apparrelled, and their purſes ſa full of money 


great a multitude applyed to it, as hath Grammer , oꝛ 


Vidal TED Z | | 


younger men in that knowledge, that J my ſelfe do 
know moze than twenty that can make him a fle, and 
ſcarcely will ſuffer him to haue a name in that facultie. 
It is not pet fiftie peeres agoe, ſince all that ſought their 
lining that wap, as they were few in number, ſcarcelie 
ſo many as were able to mainetaine a fray in Ruffins 
Mall, vet were they all of Hodge Setters eſtate , the 
next doꝛe to beggery: But no we ſuch is the miſerie of 
our time and ſuch the licentious outrage of idle miſgo⸗ 
uerne9 perſons , that onely of Dicers , her Maieſtie 
might haue an Armie ſufficient ta. bidde the King of 
Spainea Battail ; and the greateſt number of them are 


that they ſhame not to inſinuate themlelues intothe cõ⸗ 
pany of very god Gentlemen. 

And hereof you may right well aſſure your relues ,if 
their gaine were not exceeding great, it were not poſſible 


by thc onely helpe thereof ts leade ſo ſumptudus are, life as 


they dw, ſhining like blazing ſtarres in their a 
byn anquetting with Strumpets,by day opting 
Gentlemen of their inheritance , andfoſpeake all at 
once, like as all god and liberall Sciences had a rude 
beginning, and by the induſtry of god men, being aug⸗ 
mented, vy little and little, at laſt gre we to a iuſt perfe- 
aion; So this deteſtable pꝛiup robbery , from a few de⸗ 
ceitfull Rules , is in few yeares growne tothe body of 
an Art, and hath his peculiar termes, and thereof are as 


Lodgicke, oz any other of the appꝛwued Sciences; 
And to ſpeake truth, there is a Conſozt of theſe Cater⸗ 
pillers remayning about this Towne (whoſenames 4 
could declare, but that J rather with their amendment) — 
that do daily ſtudy to finde out new deceits in Cheting, 
with as great labour and wit-bzeaking, as ! 
92 ians. 


Mihil Mumchance. 


Pet let not this\ſ@me ſtrange to vou, although this 
new found ſtuddie is not commonly knowne ; foz this 
lacultie of cheating hath one condition of iuggling⸗ that 
if the! fleight be once diſcouered , then marde is all the 
m et. 14 an, 2 
The ſirſt pꝛecept therot is to be as ſetret in wozking, 
as hee that kepeth a man companie from London to 
Maidenhead, and makes god cheare by the way, tothe 
end in the thicket to turne his face vpward , and caſt a 
- Weauers knot on both his thumbes behind him, x they 
to the intent that euer after in all companies they may 
talke moꝛe familiarly in apearance, and vet fo conertly 
inderde that their purpoſe may in no wiſe bee eſpied; 
they call their Arte by a newe found name as chea⸗ 
ting, themlelues Cheatoꝛs, and the dite Cheters, bo2- 
rowing the terme from among ou. Lawyers, with wh6 
all ſuch caſualls as fall to the Loꝛd at the holding of his 
letes,as waifes, ſtraies and ſuch like be called Chetes, 
and are accuſtomably ſaid to be eſcheted to the Loꝛdes 
ple: vet wil J not ſay that they haue any affinity with 
our men of Law, noꝛ with thoſe that be heneſt, but with 
ſuch as vſe fo play on both handes, they haue a great 
league: ſo haue they alſs with all kinde of people , that 
from a god oꝛder of ciuilitie, are fallen and reſolued as 
it were from the hardineſſe of vertuous liuing, to the 
ſoftneſſe of vncare full idlene ſſe, and gaine full deteit:ſoꝛ 
gain and eaſe be the ouly markes that Chetoꝛs ſhote at: 
But by what right oz honeſt meanes they might com- 
paſſe it, that neuer commeth in queſtion amongſt 


them. N ** 1 | 
- Andhereoftriſeth that like as Law when the time 
4 idered, ſignirth an oꝛdinante of god men 
eſtabliſhed fo the commen wealth, to rapꝛeſſe all vici⸗ 
aus liuing, ſo theſe dicing Chetoꝛs, turneth the Cat in 
thepan,giuing todiners tl gur dien ſhits an honeſt 
| and 


" * * 


— 
4 * 


nothing but mere diſſim ation, foꝛ as they (p31 


Mihil Mumchance. 


and go title, calling it by the nam: of a Law: becauſe | 
by a multitude of hate full rules, a multitude of d | 
and d2aFe as it were of learning, gouerne 
their idle bodies to the de ſtruction of many god labou⸗ 
ring people, and this is the cauſe that diuers crattie 
ſhifts deuiled only fo2 guiles deteit, hald vy the name ol 
a Law, 03dain2d as ber know to maintain? plainy dea- 
ling. 
Thus giue they their owne nes the name of 
C9:atinz law: ſo do they other term es .as ſacking law, 
high law, and igginglaw and ſuch like? therfoꝛe nate 
this, that ſacking law fi mike 2h whoꝛed me, high law, 
rovb2ry, fig ging law, picke parſecraſt; But now? to 
the purpoſe, ſome w:llquettion what haue Chertazs q 
do: with wines andthe 42s: towyjom Y mat anſw er 
as m ich as with their indire kciends, fo2 they hold all of 
one coꝛpoꝛation: foz the ficit and oꝛiginall ground of 
Cheating. is a counterfet countenancein all thinges, a 
ſtuddy to ſeemꝛ to bee that which they are not: And be⸗ 
cauſe no great doteit can be w2ought, but where ſpeci⸗ 
all trust go2th befoze: There toꝛa the Chꝛatoꝛ w. yen her 
piteheth his hay to purchaſe his pꝛoſit, enkoꝛteth all hys 
wits to winne credit and opinion of honeſty x kl ug 


nss, who hath a greater ontw1rd-ſh2:w2 of ſim2li 
then the picke purſe: 02 what woman will (em? 


7255 

uent in loue as will the common Harlol ? fa as J tolde 
you beſoze, the foundation or all thꝛſe ſoꝛte of people is 
g all 
krom one rote, ſo tend they all to one end, idly to liue by 
ſpoile,>enouring the fruite of other mens labours: all 


the difference betweene them is their actions, that lead 


them to their ends, and their liues finall toncluſtan after 
ſomꝛ baſe manner: Bat to fye purpoſe;cueryongkep- 
eth 25 great Schwles in their own faculfie as the 
toꝛs do, d it 3 chould openlp dilcourſeof eucry wz 


Mihil Mumchance. 
they haue to couer and wo2k? d2ceit with ul, JF ſhould 
 ſpeake of moꝛe ſundꝛy 8 cannatantes then there 

be rockes in Milford Hauen, to fend the Ships from 

rage ot winde and weather. 

Baut J will fürſt gor foz warde with that Jhait? i in 

hand, and by the way as occaſton ſh all ſeru2, ſo touch the 
reſt, that pee may ſee their woꝛkemanqhig as it w re à 
farre off, moꝛe than halfe a kenning. 
Type Cheator fo: the molk part neuer reteauꝛth ſchul⸗ 

ter, to whome he will diſcouer the ſearrets of his Arte, 

but to ſuch a on: as befo22 tim: he hach had from ſome 
wealth and plenty of thinges, mad? ſo bare, & bzought 
to ſuch miſerie, that he will refuſe no lau-, na2 leau: 
no ſtone vnta: ned to picke vp a penny vnd: mea th and 
this he doth not but vpon great kill: fo2 like as it is an 
old o ꝛouerbe and true, that he mutt needs goe whome 
the Diuell dꝛiueth: fo is there na ſuch Diuell to foꝛce a 
man to ertetame refuge as is e want, eſpeci⸗ 
ally where abu ante beroꝛꝛ time hath piece d. 

Therefoꝛe th: Chꝛato: büng necellitie fa2 a great 
partof perſwaſtan, w3*n h2 hath faked this needy cont- 
panion ſodꝛis, that there remaineth ng hope to p2eſſe a- 
ny dꝛopol farther gain? from him, taketh ſome occaſi⸗ 
on toſhew him aglime? ot his fa:ultitie, ang if happe - 
ly he find2himGagle eped, and diligen: ta macke, anane 
ſhapeth him in ſuch a faſhron,ns that he will raiſe a new 
gaine by him, end withall, ſomwyat releeac his bꝛgen: 
pouerty: Then walking ali pr into ſome ſolitary place. 
her maketh the firit wap to hys purpoſe after this, o: 
fach like manner, 

Jam ſure (quoth th: Theafoz) it is net vet out of 
your remembꝛante, how late it is ſtace ſirſt pou fell inn 
to my company, and how great loſſe pc hay at plap, and 
howlittle pꝛoft redounded vnfo me: (when indeed, her 
was the pꝛintipall cauſe of his 1 nepther can 

3 vg 


Mihil Mumchance. 


ye loꝛget howe friendly Jhane vſed you, and made all 
thinges I haue had rather common vnto vs both, than 
pꝛiuate to my ſelfe, and now J perceave of a youthfull 
wantonnes,and as it were a childiſh overſight, ye haue 
ſodainelp b2ought your ſelfe, ſo farre under the hatches 
and are ſo ſhaken with lauiſh expence , that you cannot 
finve the way to rile againe 4 beare any ſaile amongſt 
men, as heretofoze you haue done: which thing when I 
derpelp conſider with my ſelfe., J cannot chuſe but la⸗ 
ment much peur negligence , and moze the harme that 
is like to enſue vpon it. | 

F062 firſt your friends being as J haue heard many in 
number, and all of wozthip,ſhall tonceaue ſuchinward 
greefe of pour vnthꝛiftines, that not one will von 
a gentle plaſter to quench the malice of this fretting coꝛ⸗ 
raſiue, that penury hath applyed: and J again becauſe it 
was my hap to haue you in my companp, ſhall be coun- 


520 ted the cauſe of your vndoing, and ſlandered foz taking 


a few feathers out of the neſt, when others haue ſtolne 
the birdes be foꝛe: fo2 which cauſes, and eſpeciallp to 
help vou to * your ſelfe like a Gentleman, as 
hetherto of pour ſeFfe you haue biene able: J ran bee 
content to put vou in a god way: ſo as tredding the ſteps 
that J ſhall appoint pou, vou ſhall nevther need to ruune 
to your freends foꝛ ſuccour, and all men ſhall bee glad to 
vſe you fo2 xcompanton : But wiſt A that J ſhould find 
pou fraudilent in any peint,+-void of fidelity and ſecret⸗ 
nefle (ſome ſparkes whereof J haue noted in pour nas 
ture) aſſure your ſelfe that J would neuer make you 
p2iny to the matter, bat giue you oner to pour own pꝛo⸗ 
uiſton, perchance to end pour life with infamie and 
wꝛetchednes. r 
The youngmanthat flowed late in plenty and plea- 
ſures, bœæing now pinched to the quicke foꝛ lacke of all 
things, humbled himſelfe pꝛeſentlp to bee wholly - the 
Chea⸗ 


: 


Mihil Mumchance. 


| 


* — 


his great kindneſſe. n nd 
Then foo2th goeth the Cheuto:, and further ſaies: 
Though your experience in the wozld bee not fo great 
a mine vet am Jſure you ſie, that no man is able to 
liue an honeſt man vnleſle hee haue ſomo pꝛiuy way to 


$ 


Thinke pou that ſome Landlozds could doe as they 
do ik in this hard wozld they ſhould maintaine ſo great 
a poꝛt only vpon their rents? thinke you that Lawyers 

tould be ſuch purchaſers it their ples were ſhozt 2 lup⸗ 


poſe yee that Dffices would be ſo dearely bought, «+ the 


buyers ſo ſoone enriched ik they counted not pillage an 
honeſt point of purchaſe? could Marchants without 
lies, and falſe making their waiers, and ſelling them 
by a croked light to deceaue the Chapman in the thꝛid 


dnꝛ colour, growe ſo ſone rich, and buy Barrons poſſeſ⸗ 


ſions to make all their poſteritie gentlemen? what will 
pte moꝛe: who hath not ſome ankerward way to helpe 
himſelfe, but followeth his noſe (as they lay all waies 
ſtraight fozward) may well hold vp the head foz a years 
o2 two, but the third he muſt iinke,and gether the wind 
into beggers hauen: Thereſoꝛe mine aduiſe ſhall bee, 
that vou beat your wits , and ſpare not to bꝛeake pour 
bꝛaines alwaies to ſaue and help one. Pour accquain- 


tance à know is great amongſt your countrymen, ſuch 


as be rich and full of money: neuertheleſſe moꝛe ſimple 
then that they know what god may be done in play, £ 
better it is that each of them ſmart a little, then you to 
liue in want: Thereldꝛe ſteke them out buſilie, at their 
lodgings, but al waies beare thein in hand, that ver met 
them by chance: ſo will it not bee a hard thing to call 
them into your company, and in ſome one Tauerne oz 
_ other to take part of a ſupper, and hauing them once 

within 


Cheatoꝛs direcion,and gaue him a thouſand thanks foz 


help himſelfe withall, moze than the wozld is witneſſs 
0 


- ————— Aid Sono 
a * 


NMihil Mumchance. 


Within the doꝛes, it ſtall gte harde kut ther wall taue a 
blew at ene paſtime oz cther that ſhall lighten they: 
purſes hemc wald, my (clf wil lend peu mont yto kep 
them cempanp, and neuerthelelſe make you partaker 
ok the caine : And to the end yu ſhall net be ignozant 
by what nicanes J will cempaſſe ttc matter, 3 will 
teach ou a leſſen wouhy the lcarning. | 

Then d2awing frem his boſome a great bag rae of 
Dyte, firſt the Cheatoꝛ teachethbim to knows a Lan- 
gret, which is a Dre that ſimple men hath ſeldeme 
oꝛ neuer heard eff, but oſten lerne to the vꝛteſt: Nowe 
cuoth the Cheatoꝛ to this yeung Nouice , here is a well 
fauoꝛed Dre, (hat ſemeth god and ſcuare, ret is it foꝛ⸗ 
ged longer vppen the Cater and Trea than any other 
wap, and thereſoꝛe it holdelh the name of a Langret: 
Such be alſo called Bad Cater trees, betauſe cemmen- 
iy the longer end will of hisowne (way dꝛawe downe⸗ 
wards, and turne vp to the eye, Sice, Imke, Newce 92 
Ace, the pꝛincipall vſe of them is at Nouvm Fo2 fo 
long as a payꝛe of Bard Catertreas be walking en the 
Boꝛd, ſo long can ye not taſt neither ſtue nc? nine, vn⸗ 
lee it be by great chance that the reughnes cf the fable 
oꝛ ſeme other ficp ſoꝛtce them fo ſ ap ard runne againſt 
the yꝛkinde, fo2 without Cater rea, xe knowthat fine 
92 Nine can neuer tome. 

But then ſome will queſtion, that by this toalcn ha 
that hath the firſt Dyte is like al wa yes to ſtrip and rob 
all the Table about : To whom J thus anſwere , that 
their mult be a helpe, and ſoz that purpoſe there mult be 
ready at hand an adde Dye called a flat Catertrea, and 
no other number foꝛ graunting the Trea and Cater te 
al waves vpon the one Dye , then is there no thante vp⸗ 
pon the other Dye but may ſerne to make fie 92 nine, 
and { focal ſoꝛth and loſe all, 7 

The reſoꝛe (fapth the Chetoꝛ) marke well peur flat, 
and dleametd! Erowe him ſurelp when te runneth en ihe 
; Boch 
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Bod, and whilfthe is abꝛoad, ſe yo that you taſt not 
at much, and keping this oꝛder to auoyd ſuſpition, be⸗ 
cauſe Jam knowne fo2 a gamlter,ye ſhall ſee me bꝛing 
all the gaine into your hands. 

But now to ſhe we you what ſhift wie haue to bzing 
the Flat in and out. which is a iolly cunning pꝛoperty 
called Foyſting : the which is nothing els but a ſleight 
to carry eaſily within the hand, as often as the Foyſter 
liſt, ſo that when either hee oꝛ his partner ſhall caſt the 
Dyce, the Flat comes not abꝛoade, till he hath made n 
great hande, and wone as much as him liſteth: other⸗ 
wiſe the Flat is euer one, vnleſſe at fewe times vppon 
purpoſe he ſuffer the filly ſoules to caſt in a hand oꝛ two 
to giue them courage to continue the plar; and lius in 
hope of winning. 

Theſe thinges J knowe ſemeth very ſtrange to the 
fimple,and as yet cannot ſinke into theyz bꝛaines, how 
a man may carry ſo many Dyce in one hand,and chopp 
and change them ſooften and neuer be eſpied :- So 
Auglersconnayance ſ&emeth toercede the compaſſe W 
reaſon, till yeknow the feat, but what is it that laboꝛ o 
uercommeth not: To foylt finely and reddily, —— 
with the ſame hande to tell money to and fro is a thing 
hardly learned, and aſketh a bold ſpirife and long expe⸗ 
rience, though it be one of the flrſt hee learneth: But 
nowe to returne to the purpoſe , if happily this young 
ſcholler haue not ſo ready and ſ kilſull an eye to diſcerne 
the Flat at enery time it is foylted in (fo2 vſe makes 
maſteries as well in this as in other things) then part 
ly to helpe this ignoꝛance withall , and partly to teach 
this vong Cocke to crow after the Cheatoꝛs kinde, the 
old Cole inſtruceth the yong Noutcc in this manner, 

Pee knowe that this outragious ſwearing and quar⸗ 
relling that ſome vſe in plap, giueth occaſion to many to 
fozbcare it, that els would aduenture much moncpat it. 
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fo: this we haue a deuice among vs, that we had ra? 
ther giue place to a wꝛong, than wes wonlde cauſe the 
play by ſtrife to bzeake off and the company to depart: 
Nevtherhaue we any oaths in ble but lightlytheſe : : Df 
honeſty,of troth, by ſaint Martin, which when wee vſe 
them affirmatinely, wae meane alwates vireclythe 
contrary : As fo: example, if happily J ſay vnto you 
when the Dyce commeth into yourhandes, of honeſty 
taſt at all, my meaning is that ve ſhall caſt at the table, 
6221s at very little: It when a thing is offered in pawn. 
A ſweare by ſaint Partin 3 thinks it fine golde, then 
meane à the contrarte , that it is but copper: And like 
as it is an olde gentle pꝛouerbe, let loſers haue they; 
woꝛds, ſo by the way take foꝛth this leſſon / euer to ſhew 
gentlenes tothe filly foles, and crepe if pee can into 
they2 veryboſomes , ko harder it is to holde them ſure 
when yeu haue them, than koꝛ the firſt time to take 
them vp: fo2 yong wits are ſo light and waurering,that 
they require great trauel to make them dance alwaies 
aſter one pipe: But tofol'ow that we haue in hande, 
be they vong, be they olde, that fall into dur handes and 
are ignoꝛant of our Art, we call them all by the name 
of a Coſen, ſceming to make as much of then as if 
they were of our owne kindꝛed. 

The greateſt wildome of cur facultie reftethi inthis 
point, diligently to foꝛeſe to make the Coſen ſw2ate, 
that is to haue a will tokepe play and company, and 
al wapes beware that wer cauſe him not ſmoake, leall 
that hauing any keele oz ſauour of guile intended as 
gainſt him, he l ipp the toller as it were a hound, and ſo . 
ſhake vs off foꝛ euer. And when ſoeuer wee take vp a 
Coſen, to bee ſure as nere as wee can, to knowe afo2e 
hand what ſtoꝛe of bit he hath in his buy , that is what 
money he hath in his purſe, and whether it be in great 
coggs 02 ſmall, that is gold oz ſiluer, and at what game 


he 
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he wil ſoneff ffope, that we may f&d him in his ewons 
humo2, and haue twles ready ſo2 him; foz thouſands 
there be that will not play a groat at Nouum , and yet 
will loſe a hundꝛed pound at Ha/ard: and he that wil 
not ftope a dodkin at Dyce,perchance will ſpend Gods 
ſcope at Cards: thereſoꝛe you muſt be pꝛouided every 
wap, and generally foz your fine Chetes, thereſoꝛe ac- 
quaint your ſelfe with Dyce makers that works ſecret⸗ 
ly in coꝛners where no man may find them but their ſa⸗ 
miliar friends (ol whom you muſt be one) and let them 
make vou a bale oꝛ two of Squares . of ſundzy ſiſes, 
ſome le ſſe, ſome moꝛe, to thꝛow into the firſt play, til! 
pou perceine what your company is: Then haue in a 
readines to be fopſted in when time ſhall require peur 
fine Cheates, and be ſurt you haue Bird ſincke Dewees, 
and F'ar ſincke Dewces: a bale of Bud ſice Aces, and 
Flat ſice Aces: abale of Bard Cater treas, and Plat Ca- 
ter tres: the aduantage thereot is all of the one ſide and 
conſiffeth in the foꝛging. . 
Pꝛouide alſo a bale oꝛ two of Fullans, fo2 they haue 
great vſe at the Hazard, and though they be ſquare 
outward , vet being ſtopt within at the toꝛner with 
white lead and other pondercus matter, miniſter as 
great an aduantage as any cf the reſt. Me muſt be al⸗ 
fs furniſhed with High men and Low men fo2a pat: 
ſage , vee andalong Dye foꝛ euen and odde, is god fo 
ſtrike a ffroake withall ſo a Crowne oꝛ two, 02 the 
pꝛice of a Dinner, As fo2 Goards and Briltel! Dyce, 
be now to grolle a pꝛactiſe to bee put in vſe: There bee 
light Grauicrs, rache Contraries of all ſoꝛts foꝛ⸗ 


ged cleane againſt the apparant vantage, which haue 
eſpeciall and ſundzy vſes: but this is nt v ſufficient at 
this time to put you inareadines what toles yte muſt 
p2epare to make you a woꝛkeman: Next 2 will in⸗ 
ſtruct you of the ſeuerall vſes of them all. 
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And there foꝛe beare this leſſon ſtill in your minds, 
that when ſiue ſquares onely bee ſtirring, there reſts a 
a great helpe in cogging, that is when the vnder Dye 
falleth dead by the waight ol his felow, which vou mult 
caſt leuell out of pour hande without turning them , fo 
that il ſixe be my chance and ten yours, grant that vp- 
pon the Dye J cogge, + keepe alwaies an Ace, Deuce 
o2 rea, I map perhaps calt ſire, but neuer ten: Alſo 
there be diuers kindes of cogging, but ok all other the 
Spaniſh eogge beares the bell, and ſeldome rayſeth a- 
ny ſuſpition. = een 

This cheating Leco2 being no ſwner ended by the 
old Cheatoꝛ, but the young Nonice thinkes himſelfe ſo 
ripely inſtructed: that though hes be not vet able to de⸗ 
ceate and beguile others: yet he ſuppoſe th himſel e fufs 
ficiently armed againſt all falſhode that might Yee 
wꝛought to bing him to the Cheatozs trappe, and little 
ſeth her howe many other endes remapne, ho ve many 
points there be in the Cheatoꝛs flippery Stiente, that 
the quickeſt wits, though: neuer ſo capable in tonteit, 
ſhall not be Tkilfull enough to liue by that faculty pers 
chance in fine oꝛ fire veares pꝛactiſe. ee! 

Pet fo: all this bee there deeper reaches to liſt a man 
out of his Saddle, and ridde him of his money; than Þ 
haue already opened and this which J haue ſpohen ok is 
but a warning, and as it were the ſhaking of a rod to a 
vong boy to feare him from paces perill , im that 


I haue tolde pou as pet, oꝛ that which Jam minded to 
tell you, agreeth not to the purpoſe to make vou ſkilfull 
in the Cheatoꝛs occupation ; fo2 as ſone would J teach 
vou the next way to Zyburne, as to learne vou the pꝛa⸗ 
ctiſe of it: C nely my meaning is, to make you ſee as far 
into theyꝛ deceits, as a Cobler ſhould into a Tanners 
F cultp, to know whether his Leather be wellickoze 
o: woꝛkemanlp dꝛeſt oz no, and like as J would 10 
ö wi 
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Mihil Mumchance. 
wich a Cobler to become a Currier, leſt that two occu⸗ 
pations ioyning together t in one, might perhaps make a 
lewd London medley in our ſhoes, the one vling falſe- 
bod in wozking, che other facing and lying in vttering: 
Do ſceke J to auopd that pong gentlemen and gailants 
(in whome alittle honeſt moderate vlayis — 
| __ become Cheats; 6 and ſo be at deflance with alt 
neſtie. 

Foz there be ſome new nurtured Nonices receiued 
into the Colledge of theſe double dealers, that in ſhoꝛt 
time become ſo god ſchollets that they knowe' readily 
theyꝛ flattes and barres at the firit ſight, as though they 
had beene ſnappers with the ald Cheataz ſeauen yeares 
together; and haue learned to verſe and lay in the rea⸗ 
- lfficienieta ta make the Coſen Tops all thecogs i in 

is L b. 8 
Vut then if loine one of thels young Chetozs ware 
flowe in ſerking out Coſens, and be pzowdofhisnews 
th2ift , hauing ſo god a pallage to —— his olde loſſes 
by the ſnap of the cale : then the Maſter ol the Art ſe⸗ 


ktr.eretly calleth to him another ol the ſame trade, koꝛ the 


molt part a man that might be warden of his companx 
and talketh with him after this manner. 

Here is a young man ( quoth he) if you knowe him, 
that hath beene one of the ſweeteſt Coſens aliue, ſo long 
as he was able to make a groat , butnowe-atthe laſt J 
know not how hee came by it, buthe hath gotten ſome 
knowledge ; and falkes of a great deale moꝛe than her 
can do indede ; Marrya Langrer hee knoweth reaſe- 
nable well, and that is all his ſ kill; J make much of 

him all this month, be cauſe he hath great acquaintance 
with men of the Countrey, and eſpeciallp with the 
Clothiers of the weſt parts, and at the begining when 
he firſt entred into the trade, woulde euery day fill the 
"A full ot iolly fatte Colens, and although he had no 
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great ſkill to wozke any feateHimſelf e, pet did J ble 
dim alwaies ſo kindly, that J gaue him his whole ſnap 
to the end he ſhould be painefull and diligent to take vp 
Coſens and bꝛing them to che blowe : But now he is 
waxen ii pꝛowd ot his gaine becauſe he hath gotten a 
ſiluer chaine double gilt with a ſute of fine apparrell, 
ſome ſtoꝛe of bit in his buy, that I cannot get him to go 
about any thing: there foꝛe take ſome paines pour ſelfe 
(ſayth he) and bing ſome of pour owne Coſens home 
dʒ els let all alone fo2 mo: oꝛ you ſee that nothing mars 
him, but that he is to lat, and might we make him once 
leane again (as he was within this month) ten ſhould 
we ſer the hungry whozſen trudge, and there ſhould not 
a Coſen he ſtirring, but he would wind him ſtraight. 
Therſpꝛe when our fraternity mert again, come you 
in like a anger, g ve ſhal ſe him tale you vp roundlp: 
Af ye lack Contraries to treſlehyte him withall, 3 ſhall 
lend you a pay2e of the ſame file his cheates be ott, and 
vpon this concluſicn theſetwo companions departed. 
duch great deceit is vſed ameng{ them, that one falſe 
aue cannot be contont to be true to his fellow,though 
they conſpire to robbe all other men. The reaſon is, 
at their Science is grounded vpon nothing but Cos 
ſenage, and thereſoze they cannot wozke contrarpto 
whe p:ofefion . Nay they beſolike themſelues, that 
8 


n allother dete its faile, luke which ol them in play 
ets any ſtoze of money into his handa, hee will enery 
fote as he dꝛawetha hand, be figging moꝛe oz leſſe, and 
rather than ſaile cram it in ſome p2iny plate: but when 
th by fall to deuiſion of the gaine, and the monythat the 
Coſen hath off is not fozth comming, noꝛ will be con- 
fefſed ameugit them. it is a wozldta heart what rule 
they male, impeaching one another of diſhoneſty as it 
there were any honeſty to be ſound in Cheatoꝛs. 
Nhat could J ſpeake of ſwearing and ſtaring, * 
A, i 
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if they were as liberall of almes as they be of oaths, 
they ſhould be continually haunted with beggars. But 
theſe ſtoꝛmes neuer fall but in ſecrete counſels amonglt 119 
themſelues, and then peraduenture the ſtronger part W 1 
will ſtrippe the weaker of 333 cleathes,rather then hes | 
ſhould goe away with the ſtuffe. @herefoze it is a hard 
thing foꝛ any young Gentleman that hath lot his mo- 
ney at plav, to recouer it againe where ſuch company 
vleth: Foz if there cannot be found p ue faithfull cou⸗ OR 
ple in the whole band, how may a Tranger hope to win 
an vnfained friend amongſt them; which is a harder 
thing than to finda Wolfe in England, oꝛ a venemous 
ſerpent in Zreland . And be well alluces Gentlemen 1 
that all the friendly entertainement peu ſhall finde a⸗ 4. 
mongſt them, is fo2 no other ende but ta peiſwade you 1 
to play, and thereby to baeede your great loſſe it not als 
together your vndoing. 

Thereloꝛe vtterly fozbeare to hazard any thing at 

Dypte, and liuc in doubt g ſuſpition of cheating where⸗ 
ſoeuer you play (vnlefſe you know your company very 0 
well:) Fo2 the contagion of cheating is nowe rowne 48 
ſovninerſall, thattteyſwarmeinereryquarter, and 1 
thercfoze ye cannot be in ſafetie, vnleffe per Hun the 
company of ſuch altogether. 

But now becauſe my diſcourſe at the firff matched 
Dyce and Cardes together like a couple of friend s that 
dꝛaw both in a voake, will therefoze diſcloſe as much 
deteit vſed at Cards as Dyce , foꝛ 4 weulde net g ine a 
point to choſe which of them is (he better, ſoꝛ they he u: 
ſuch a flight in ſhuffling and ſoꝛting of the Cards, that 
play at what game ve will, all is loſt afozchand { Foz 
if two bee conſederate together to beguile the third, 
the thing is compaſſed with moꝛe eaſe, than by ene be; 
ing alone, vet there are many wares whereby you way | 
be dectaued. 
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Drimero nowe as it hath moſt vſe, ſo is there much 
deceit in it, ſome play vpon the pꝛicke; ſome pinch the 
cards pziuily with theyz nayles ; ſome furne vp the 
cozners ; ſoms marke them with fine ſpottes of inke; 
ſome there be that trauell into Spame and info Italie, 
to learne fine trickes and quaint connayances af the 
Cards, ans return home and winne much . ioney with 
them here in england, but yet at laſt they are ſtil! ouer⸗ 
reached by ſome fine wits that deuiſe new lights here 


at home. | 
a Trumpe, Saunt, and ſuch other like games, 'cnf- 
ting at the nicke is a great aduantage , ſo is cutting by 
bumcard finely vnder and du r, ſtealing the ſtocke oz 
the diſcarded cardes: At Decay — 4 twenty 
hands together, and play all vppon aſſurance when to 
_ oz loſe , Other helpes J haue heard of beſides, 
as to ſet the Coſen vpon the bench with a great loking 
glaſte behinde him on the wall, wherein the Cheatoz 
may alwates ſ& what cards he hath in his hand:Some- 
times they woke by ſigns made by ſome of the lokers 
on, where me thinkes this one amongſt the reit pꝛo⸗ 
ceeded from a fine inuention. | 
Samſter aſterhee had beene oftentimes bitten by 
the Cheatoꝛs, and aſter much lofſe grew very ſuſpicions 
in his play, ſo that he would not ſuffer any of the ſitters 
by to be p2iuy to his came + fo2 this the Cheatoꝛs deui⸗ 
ſed a new lhift, that a woman ſhould ſitte cloſe by him, 
and by theſwift and low dꝛawing of her ncedlesgine a 
token to the Cheatoꝛ what was the Coſens game: So 
that a fe weramples inſte&d of many that might be re- 
hearſed, this one concluſion may bee gathered, that 
ho lo euer is giuen to play, and once ſitteth downe a- 
mongſt them, it is great odds but that he ſhall riſe a lo⸗ 
ſer. But many there be that line fo — „that 
nothing can perſwade them to put a peny in aduenture, 
| | | | and 
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and ſome acaine be ſo vnſkilſull, thatlacke of tunning 
fozceth them to fozbeare play; but yet hardlyit is foꝛa⸗ 
nie man to fall into their tompanit, but they wil make 
him ſtoupe at one game oꝛ other: And ſoꝛ this purpols 
their firſt trauaile is, after they haue taken vp the Co⸗ 
fen and made him ſomewhat fo pceld,then they ſceke by 
all meanes poſſible to vnderſfand his nature, & where- 


vnto he is molt inclined : Af they finde that hee taketh © 


pleaſure in the company of women, then ſ@ke they to 
firike him at the ſacking law, and take this alwaies 
fo2 a rule, that all the Baudes in the countrep, bee of the 
Cheatoꝛs familiar acquaintance, therefoze it is not ve- 


rie hard toꝛ them at all times to pꝛouide foz their amo⸗ 


rous Cullen, ajewd lecherous Lady to keepe him lo⸗ 
uing company: then fall they to banketting and carou⸗ 
ung and hunting of Tauerns, and much is the coſt that 
the ſilly Cullen ſhall ber at in Jewels and apparrell, o⸗ 
therwiſe he ſhall not once get a grannt to haue a licke at 
this dainty Ladies lips, and euer in the middle of their 
conference ſhe lapeth in this rt aſon, fo2 her lake to put 
in his twenty oz fozty Crownes in aduenture at Dice, 
Pon know not (quoth ſhee) what may bee a womans 
lucke, if he reſuſe it: Loꝛd how vnkindly ſhes takes the 
matter, cannot be reconciled with leſſe than a gowne, 
92 a kertle of ſiſke, which commonly is re warded vnto 
her witha ſnap of the caſe. 49; 

But now ifhappely theſe Cheatoꝛs perceine that he 
eſfecmeth not bꝛuſed ware, but is enamozed with ters 
— — caſt within an hourrs warning 
to mate tone Si uerpin as gaod a maide, as if ſhee had 


neuer come at Stews. Ir 
But letthatpaſle fo2 oſfending ot᷑ chaſf eares, whole 


diſpleaſure J would not incurre foꝛ all the Cheates the 
Dycers get in a whole yeare : But to our purpoſe, 3 
will diſcourſecertaine * tricks commonly vled 
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at Fapers 4 markets in the Tountry, and many times 
inthe high wies byüne conceited companions, Wen 
wits be woꝛth a hundꝛed pound a peare. wat] fog 
To colour they2 knaueries vnder the winges or 
teit, firſt they will attire themſelues in haſe and 
upparell, like to one that had purchaſt an Acre ot —— 
vpon Huters hill and liue by the taking Trade; 
indeed they haue in London a hundꝛed oz roof pounds 
alwaies at command. 
But noly being apparelled in this meane attire they, 
will haue a peece of very fine —— 
bound vp very hanſomlp, wozth ſome ſtur oz 
in 2 and another after the ſume manner and 
nes, out wardly ſeæming to be the very ſame bat 
{tuft with nothing but old ragges and ſueh traſhn 
which bundles the Cheatozs wil — ey A 
when ne can conuentently miete either man o: 
man alone, whom they thinke to be ſome hat (1 T 
hath ſome ſeoꝛe of Crowns about them, they will chm 
after an odde manner as though the y had gel l 
hy ſteaſth, gazing very feare fully — nie: 
then ſtarting and lok ing behinde them asthma 4 
were purſude: and in this ſozt commingitath f 
Tountrꝝ man and calling him aside l 
oz other, there 6 
all holds it ſecretiy vader his Cloaltes 
foꝛ neede of aner der wan nillingix 
tho wordt nnn 
The pw27 betrayed fimple Condiry-men' thinkint 
him to be ſome notablequgger, and that her han et 
with ũue and a reach, and being canetons of ann O 
wozth,pzeſently bargaines with him, and ien 
all the monie in his purſe, which is not abone lo fo2« 
fie 02 fiffie ſhillings, thinking Toy to baug are | 
ditie, wozth twenty OT 1 39338 
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The Cheatoz recearing the money neuer Landsto | 
tell it but pockets it vp. and bobs the pwoze man with the 2108 
counterfet bundle of raggs, and reſeruesthe other bun 14 
dle fill to himſelſe. e | 21 
The poꝛe Coſen thinks thar he hath gotten the bun⸗ "Il 
dle of Lawne,and in all haſt trudgeth away neuer lok⸗ I 
ing behind him, vntill he comes home, where hee hath.. *Þ 
time enough to repent his raſhnes: And the Chetoꝛ hee 
hies to his Inne, where pꝛeſently he diſgniſes himſelle 
thangeth his Cloake and Nat and goeth about another 1 
feate which is after this manner oz ſuch like: Per⸗ Vi 
chance hehath a very bꝛaue Swo2de fo ſe fo ingrauen 4+ | & 
moſt curioully with filuer and gilt Damaſked, in em 
ſeeming to be wozth thirty oꝛ fo2ty ſhillinges, when in- 1 
veede it is nothing but a crackt blade peeted tegether, + 
the tracke couexed duer with a little counterſet gilt. 
Wilith this Swoꝛde the Cheatoꝛ gets him out of the 
Fayero2 market fewe quarter of a mile, and laxes the 
Swoꝛd direaty in the high way, and geeth ſeme ſlones 
taſt rom it, and there ffands vntilt he ſe ſome pallen⸗ 
ger comming, beteꝛe whome hee takes vy the &weede 
as though hee formde it, and then makes him elte as 
thongh hee were dꝛunke oꝛ foliſh: Ber ing in chat hu⸗ 
moꝛ the paſſenger will be deũirdus to buy it, and lo pꝛol⸗ 
fers him ſome coupleof Angels fo: the Swopde, think: 
ing if ſufficient to pleaſe a Durkard o2afole ,. The 
Cheats: hauing his Art at his ũngers ends, bargens + 
gets him away withthe couple of Angels, and leaues 
an old ruſty trackt blade new ſrow2de behinde him not 
woꝛth ten groats. | „ er nnd 
This Coſenage is vled like viſe in ſelling elde Nats 
feund vpon dunghils in ſterde of new, klackt ouer with 
the fmoake of an olde Linze . Panp other deceits 1 
ctuld diſcouer ag the pꝛocuring of the common people 
in a market to gaze at a man vpen the top of a Clurch 
22 keeple, 
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ſteeple, the which a nimble fellow will vnderfake fo 
climbe , whilſt two oꝛ the liaht fingerd Figgers may 
ſnaype away their purſes, and make them pay dere fo2 


* ſig 
TL rake truth, there is no Faper th2oughout Eng⸗ 

2 — but there are Ponſters to bee ſeene in one place 02 
other which is nothing elſe but mere coſenages: As 
* fozerample, 3 knew one that toke a pong Lambe from 
the Ewe, and ſet aſmallhoznc alitcle above the noſe⸗ 
thꝛils, by rapng of the ſkinne, which in a ſhoꝛt tune 
grew downe againe very cloſe, and the hozne temed to 
grow on the Lambes nolethzill by nature. Theſe and 
many other like Colenages foz bꝛeuities ſake J pale 
ourr, 

But nowe when all other deuiſes ſaile, then bther 
thifts they haue to raiſe their thiift vpen, but moſtcom- 
monly theſe that follow: Ik it bee winter ſcaſon when 
— ig is moſt in vſe, con milling of their cheaper 


they ſpare not fo2 colt cf the dearer. 
refo2e doe they firlt hire in one place oz other a 
ſute of right maſking apparell and after inuites diuers 
s to a ſupper, all ſuch as either be ofeitima tion, to 

giue them credit by their acquaintance. oꝛ ſuch as they 
think will be liberall to haſſard ſome few Crownes in 
mugchance,by which means they aſſure themſelues, 
leaſt to haue their ſupper [cot free , perchans to 
— twenty pound 02 aboue. 

n other cunning ſhift they haue, that fo the mbtil 
inuention and ſinene le of wit, exetedeth farre all the 
reſt. which is called the Barnards Law and to pꝛaciſe 
it eraalꝑ, tequireth foure pei ſons at the leaſt, each ot thẽ 
to haue along ſeuerall part by biniſelfe ; The firſt is 
the taker vp, aſkilfull man in all thinges, who hath by 
long labour learned without boke a hundzedreaſong to 
inſinuate himſelfe into a mans acquaintante: talke of 

matters 
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matters of Law,and he hath plent!e of caſes at his fin- 
gers ends, which he hath ſcene tried in euerp one of her 


Maieſtiea Courts: Speake ot graſing and hulband zy, 


no man knoweth moꝛe ſhieres than he, noꝛ where bet⸗ 
ter to raiſe a gaine, and how the abuſes © pꝛices ot toꝛne 
might be redꝛelled. | 


Finally, enter into what diſcourſeof things pou wil, 


were it a Bꝛome mans facultte, hee knometh what 
gine they haue foꝛ old votes t ſhwes, and frõ whence 
their gaine commeth, yea, and it hall eſcape him hard, 
but be foꝛe pour talke bꝛeake off, 9e will be veur Cotm⸗ 
try man at the leaſt, and peraduenture either of peur kin 
oꝛelsa towne bone childe, if pour reach ſurmount not 
V.ut it in cate he bꝛing to packe that yee be glad of his 

acquainfance,+ content i ith his company, then played 
isthe chiefeſt ol his part, and then he giueth the plate to 


the pꝛincipall player the Barnard, neuerthelelle hee 


lightly hath in his company a man ok moꝛe woꝛſhip thi 
himſelfe, that hath the cauntenante ol ene that p7fef- 
eth Lands, and he is talled the Ucrier, and though it be 
a very hardthing to be a taker vp, as it were a man vni⸗ 
uerſally p2acifed in all * — of a mans life, pet 
doth the Barnard goe far be vend him in cunning, as 


doth the ſunnes ſun mer bꝛightnes erterd the glimme⸗ 


ring light of the winter ſtars: his common p2acile is to 
tome ſtumbling info your company.like ſome rich fars 
mer ofthe countrie, a ſtranger to cu all, that had tone 

at ſome market towne there abouts, and there tipled 


ſo much Malmſte, that he hath not a readie woꝛd in his 


mouth, e is fo tareles foꝛ his meny; that out be thꝛow⸗ 
etha doſen oz two of Angels vpen the boꝛdes end, ard 
ſtanding ſomewhat alofe off callech fo2 a pet of Ale x 
faith in a counterfet manner. 


Malers, am ſome what bold with you, J pꝛap pore 
D 3 dees 
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be not angry with vie, in that J dꝛinke my dꝛinke by 
vou, and vttereth a great deale of other dzunken talke, 
that the Uerio2 who counterfeteth himſelfe to bee the 
- Genflaman, rommethKoutlpand fits at vour elbhowe, 
pꝛaying you to call him neere that her might make vou 
to laugh at his follp. 

Betweene them two the matter ſhall bee fo wozke- 
manly handled , and ſo finely conuaped, that out com⸗ 
meth a papꝛe ok old Cardes, whereat the Barnard tea⸗ 
eheth the dierloꝛ a new game, that he ſuppeſeth coſt him 
two pots of Ale foꝛ the learning of it not paſt an hower 
oz two beſoꝛe: Then to it they gee, the firſt wa⸗ 
ger is dainke, the next two pente 02a groat; And iaſtly 
to make the tale ſhozt, they vſe the matter lo, that ſome 
of the ſtanders by (yea though they haue forire;1co20 
peares en their backs, and neuer played ſoza grit in 
all their liues) cannot reſuſe to be the Merſoꝛs halſe, £ 
tonſetzuently at one cutting of the Cardes loſe all they 
play ſoꝛ be it twenty pound : and if perhaps when the 
monep is loſt, the Coſen begins to fret and (wears that 
the dꝛunken knaue ſhall not get his mou v o, then 
tan veth the Robber at the doꝛe (being the (opzth of 
this Conſoꝛt of Cheatoꝛs) and dꝛaweth his Swoꝛde e 
picketh a quarre il with his owne ſhaddowe: Then 
wWhilſt the firete and company gather to the ſray (as 

the manner is) the Barnard ſteales ſecretly away, and 
gets th one blind Tauerne oꝛ other ( ſuch as befoꝛe was 
appointed amongſt them) and there abideth the com⸗ 

ming ot his com panions, to make an equall poztion of 
the:: 7 gainc. 

Wut when ſoenter theſe Hi *sv2euapie not, n02 take 
norte; thon lead they the Col en to ea lap, oz tothe 
Beart garden to (8s the Bearesbaighted, oz ta ſuſue 0- 
ther place of thing, whereby fi ©1720 ne ingered igge 
-45op (a gr. amded {choller of 1. E. his beinging vp)his 
9 > | pure iy, 
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purſe ſhall bre pickt and his money lo in a moment: 
But ik this faile they run lo the laſt concluſion, and by 
a knot of luſty compantonsof the high Lawe, not 
onely ſhake the harmeleſle body ont of his cloathes, but 
alſo binde him, and leaue him fleeced as bare as a newe 
ſhoꝛne ſheæpe, and perthance fo farre from his friends, 
that he ſhali be ſoꝛted to trip on his ten toes home ward 
fo: lacks gf a Hackney to ride on, and begg c ſoz his 
charges by the way. | 
To ſpeahe truth this is a very ready way to thzift: 
but the ſuecelle is dangerous many times, fs; ſome of 
them tome home by Saint T hom, ef watoriges and 
Tiburne,and ſo dye valianfly betwerne heauen t earth: 
But vt nothing ſo ſone as many men imp oſe thez do, 
foꝛ hex de but petty foggers, and vnſkilfull lads with⸗ 
out warming, that haus luch readie paſſage to the gal⸗ 
1 The old theenes noe thꝛeugh with their buſtnes well 
twenty oꝛ thirty peares together, and be ſeldome taken 
02 tainted, elpecially the ſigge Boyes, thꝛt haue a god 
ly cozpo2ation foꝛ their relefe . Their craftof * 
regnireth moſt fight and cunning; and hath a ffraunge. 
language: thereloꝛe no man tan attaine Fa be a.W0zRe- 
man thereaf ; kill hee hathhad a god time of ſchooling 
and by that meanes they doe not only knowe one anc⸗ 
ther welt; but they be ſubiea all to one oꝛder, ſuch as the 
Elders ſhell perſtribe: not one ol them dare be ſo bolde 
as to pꝛattite his feat but in the place appointed, noꝛ 
one? pꝛt ſume to put his ft in anothers walle. 
Some cettaine number of them hath Naules church 
in tharge, others hach eftminffer Vall in Tearme 
time, diuers Cheapefide with the Reih z fiſh markets, 
ſome the Burrough in Southwarke, and the Beare- 
garden, and others the Play houſes for their walkes, 
likewiſe ſome the e fome follvw Fayers and 
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| ark een in thy Countries with Podlers fo! e packes, 


end; general! iy to ali places of uſle mbly: ſome of them 

are cerlau ely pointed as it were by the Wardens to 
biepe then haut it with commiſſien but fo2 a ſhjoꝛ: while 
and then to cuterchange their places as oder lhall bee 
made toauopd ſuſpition. 

By occaſion whereof , whenfocuer any ſtroske is 
wozkemarilike ſtricken. yea though it were atYozke, 
oꝛnewe Calle , pet can the reit of the Figge Bopes 
pere relident at London, tell by whom this woꝛthp feat 
was w2cught, and one great pꝛouiſion they haue, that 
is a ſoueraigne ſalue at all times of neede, * that is 
as followeth, 

A Treaſurer they choſe.1n ſome blind cozner a tru⸗ 
fp ſecret friend, that whenſcener there commeth any 

ewels, Plate, oz treaſure to their ſhare , that the p2e- 
unt ſale thereof might chaunce to diſcouer the matter, 
ſame is committed into his handes in pa lune as it 
re ef money lent, and he taketh a Bill of ſale in de⸗ 


fault ot repayment , as if all things were done in god 
nder and plaine dealing: So that whenſoeuer he ſhall 


e to make money of his pa wnes, at the end of two 
o thĩte months, if any queſtion ariſe how he came by 
hem, hee ſheweth pꝛeſently a faire Bill of ſale foꝛ his 
charge, made from Iohn a Noke oz lohn a Style, a 
nan that neuer was, noꝛ neuer ſhall be found, and ſuch 
heft by thts otccaſion is often ſecretly coueres. 
Another helpe they haue, that o euery purſe that is 
a :anly conuaped , a ratable poztion is vuely delivered. 
into the Ti caſurers handes, ta the vſe that whenſocuer 
by ſome. miſaduenture any ot them happen to be taken 
and laid in pꝛiſon, this common ſtocke may ſerue to ſa- 
tiſlie the party griened , thereby to ſaue them * the 
Gallows. ' 
Thus haue you here a Kalender As it were , fo put 
vcu in remembzance of ſome of the chiefs yoints and 


8 


$ 


whereby you may take hede of ſuch companies:wher- 
in if my experience may ſerue to gine you occaſion to 
eſche we ſuch tuils, J ſhall be right toyfull : And beare 
but theſe diſcourſes in memoꝛp, and if vou linea hun⸗ 


dꝛed ycares you ſhall not lightly fall into the Chetoꝛs 


ſnares, but becauſe J haue laide open the pꝛincipall 
points, and there are vet ſome ſmall ſparks remayning 


vntouched which J will batefly difccucr and then an 


ende. 


The feate ot loſing is eaũly learned, and as 3 telde 


vou in the beginning that the Cheatoꝛe beate and buſic 


their bꝛaines onely about fraude and deceit, ſocannat it 
bee choſen but thoſe that giue themſelues auer to that 


kinde of life , muſt euery day ſoꝛge cut a ne we point of 


knauery to deceaue the ſimple withall , oz els their fa- 


cultie falls to decap, as foꝛ example. 

Df late J knew a vong Gentleman, ſo wary in his 
doings, that nevther by Dyce noꝛ Cardes, noꝛ by dalli⸗ 
ance of women, noꝛ any of the waies befa:erchearſed, 
could be made to deliuer ene penn outot hispurſe, a- 
bout this a Cheato2 conſulted withalowd Damoſell x 
this deuice they tontriued that ſhe ſhould dally with 
the Gentleman, and playing with his Chaine, ſhould 
find the meaneto kerpe it a while, till they muightkigge 
a lincke 92 twoto make thelike by . Done it was moſt 
cunningly,and within ke wdayes alter another made of 
copper equall to that in length, bignes and waight: So 
at the Gentlemans next returning to the hotne n, the 
Damoſell dallied ſo long with the Thaine , ſemetimes 
putting it about her necke and ſometimes about his, 
that in the ende ſhee foyffed the copper Chaine inthe os 
thers plate, and thereby robbed him of better than fozty 
pounds. 

This and the like ſhiktes J foꝛbeare to remember; 
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the rather becaule the deceit reſteth not in any light 
p2actiſe at Dice and Cards: Neuertheles becauſe Chea 
3 une the firſt inuentoꝛs as well of this as ot all 0- 
r falſhodes in fellowſhips that nowe daily is put in 
eat all games, as when one man loſt not myny peres 
ag age a hundꝛed pound land at ſhwting by reaſon of 
me that ſhotte with him were boty fellowes againſt 
hin t, Another was ridd of ſire hundꝛed pound land at 
ennis in one werke by the fraud of his ſtopper. 
| And to conclude, there is no game though it be neuer 
laudable , vet is it abuſed by Cheating companions: 
Ind ſince Cheatoꝛs were the ſirſt Authoꝛs thereof, let 
em beare the blame, and Goo grant they my FEE 
| endozlyredily end. 
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